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Gifted students and their talents are
as diverse as the fruits in a fruit
stand. This analogy not only points
to diversity in types, colors, and
nutritious values but also unique-
ness. Some fruits are more commonplace and
grown in many places, others are more regional
and could only be found in places with certain
kinds of soil, water, and climate.

The diversity notion alerts us that in helping
students develop their specific talents, we corre-
spondingly need many kinds of specific sup-

porting measures suited to nurturing the many

different types of talents.

In a fruit stand, we may see only the common-
place fruits and overlook the presence of less
common ones, just as we focus very much on
academic talents, and ignore or discount nonac-
ademic ones. To avoid this oversight, this narra-
tive suggests we advocate a student-centered or
student-directed classroom to honor the diversi-
ty of talents.
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